
Chapter Ten: The Crux of the Matter

INTRODUCTION

By now you’re probably wondering, what in the world does this mean for me?  After the apostle Peter preached on the 
day of Pentecost, people “were cut to the heart and said… ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’” (Acts 2:37).  The first church 
responded with immediate action: repentance, baptism, selling possessions, sharing the gospel.  We respond with words 
like Amen, Convicting sermon, Great book… and then are paralyzed as we try to decipher what God wants of our lives.  I 
concur with Annie Dillard, who once said, “How we live our days is… how we live our lives.”  We each need to discover 
for ourselves how to live this day in faithful surrender to God as we “continue to work out [our] salvation with fear and 
trembling” (Phil. 2:12).

Watch Chapter Ten Video

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Looking back over what you’ve thought through thus far, how would you say your thoughts, emotions and actions 
have been changed?

2. If you have experienced positive changes – greater obedience to God and deeper intimacy with Jesus – describe what 
it has been like to see those changes in your life.  (Has it been joyful, difficult, hopeful, scary, etc.?)

3. Have you ever had a “mountaintop experience” that faded or made a radical commitment that you failed to follow 
through on?  What stopped you?

4. How can you partner with the Christians around you to keep this from being just another Bible study or mountaintop 
experience?  What would it look like to work together with other people toward this end?

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-14

5. What unique talents, gifts, and interests do you have?  What do you do passionately and well?

6. How might you be able to use these unique aspects of your makeup for the glory of God?

7. What do you think God is calling you to pursue in your life? 

8. In light of everything you’ve worked through in this study, what do you think is the most important change you can 
commit yourself to making?

ON YOUR OWN

As we’ve mentioned several times throughout these ten sessions, you can’t do this without God.  Pray that God would 
empower you to follow Him into anything and everything He calls you to.  Pray that God would place the right people in 
your life to help you through.  Pray that this would not be the end of an interesting study but the beginning (or 
renewing) of a God-centered and Spirit-empowered lifestyle.  Pray that your lifestyle and relationship with God would 
be characterized by the kind of love that transforms the worlds around you.


