
 

Chapter Five: Serving Leftovers to a Holy God 

INTRODUCTION  

You can tell a lot about what type of person you are by looking at the way you respond to God.  If you were to strip away 
all of your activities and associations, what would be left?  At the core of your being, what do you think about God?  
How do you respond to Him?  Jesus told the parable of the sower to illustrate the point that different types of people 
respond to God in different ways.  Some do respond to the seed of God’s Word in loving obedience.  But some hear and 
reject God’s truth.  Others seem to be growing and following for a while, but as soon as things get difficult, they give up.  
Still others follow joyfully at first, then get caught up in the cares of the world and the pull of possessions and choose a 
different course. 

Watch Chapter Five Video 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Read Malachi 1:6-14 

1. According to Malachi 1, what were the Israelites doing wrong in their approach to God?  Why was this such a big deal? 

2. In this passage, how does God respond to their half-hearted sacrifices? 

3. We no longer offer animal sacrifices, but we would be foolish to disregard this warning.  In what ways do you think we 
may be in danger of making the same mistakes that the Israelites made in Malachi 1? 

4. Would you say that you are guilty of serving “leftovers” to God?  How so, or why not? 

5. What does it mean to take up your cross and follow Jesus?  What do you think Matthew thought those words meant 
when he wrote them down? 

6. Being as practical as possible, describe some of the ways that taking up your cross and following Jesus might play out 
in your unique setting. 

7. How would you explain the difference between living a perfect life and developing a posture of obedience to God?  
Why is the distinction important? 

ON YOUR OWN 

Spend some time with God.  As you do, meditate on the following questions.  Don’t answer quickly; just consider these 
things in God’s presence: Am I willing to say to God that He can have whatever He wants?  Do I believe that 
wholehearted commitment to Him is more important than any other thing or person in my life?  Do I believe that 
nothing I do in this life will ever matter unless it is about loving God and loving the people He has made? 

Read Chapter 6 before the next Session 

 


