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God’s Story

Assign one part of God’s Story to each member of your foursome. Each of you should silently read your 
passages and then write on the back of this sheet a brief summary of your part of the Bible’s big story of God’s 
redemption. Aim for two or three short sentences.

PaRt 1: God’S Good CReation

Relationship With God

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth... 27 So God created human beings in his own image. 
In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:1, 27)

2  I  sa id  to  the   Lord ,  “ You are  my Ma ster !  Ever y  go o d th ing  I  have  come s  f rom you…” 
7 I will bless the Lord who guides me; even at night my heart instructs me. 8 I know the Lord is always with me. 
I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. 9 No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice. (Psalm 16:2, 7-9a)

Relationship With Creation

29 Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit 
trees for your food. 30 And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, 
and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” And that is what happened.  
31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! (Genesis 1:29-31a)

3 When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers—the moon and the stars you set in place—4 what 
are mere mortals that you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them? 5 Yet you 
made them only a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. 6 You gave them charge 
of everything you made, putting all things under their authority—7 the flocks and the herds and all the wild 
animals, 8 the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything that swims the ocean currents. (Psalm 8:3-8)

Relationships With People

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right for 
him.”…25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. (Genesis 2:18, 25)
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PaRt 2: God’S CReation daMaGed

Relationship With God

8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the Lord God walking about in 
the garden. So they hid from the Lord God among the trees. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where 
are you?”

10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”

11 “Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I 
commanded you not to eat?”

12 The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”

13 Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.” (Genesis 3:8-13)

20 For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, 
they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for 
not knowing God.

21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to 
think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 22 Claiming 
to be wise, they instead became utter fools. (Romans 1:20-22)

23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. (Romans 3:23)

Relationship With Creation

14 Then the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all animals, 
domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 15 And I will cause 
hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your 
head, and you will strike his heel.”
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16 Then he said to the woman, “I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth. And 
you will desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you.”

17 And to the man he said, “Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded 
you not to eat, the ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. 
18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains. 19 By the sweat of your brow will 
you have food to eat until you return to the ground from which you were made. For you were made from 
dust, and to dust you will return.” (Genesis 3:14-19)

Relationships With People

28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let 
them do things that should never be done. 29 Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, 
hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. 30 They are backstabbers, haters of 
God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their parents. 31 They 
refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy. 32 They know God’s justice 
requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage 
others to do them, too. (Romans 1:28-32)

7 You twist justice, making it a bitter pill for the oppressed. You treat the righteous like dirt… 10 How you 
hate honest judges! How you despise people who tell the truth! 11 You trample the poor, stealing their grain 
through taxes and unfair rent. Therefore, though you build beautiful stone houses, you will never live in 
them. Though you plant lush vineyards, you will never drink wine from them. 12 For I know the vast number 
of your sins and the depth of your rebellions. You oppress good people by taking bribes and deprive the poor 
of justice in the courts. (Amos 5:7, 10-12)

12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen 
world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12)
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PaRt 3: God’S ReStoRation MiSSion

Relationship With God

3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what 
the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God 
declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that the 
just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead 
follow the Spirit. (Romans 8:3-4)

Relationship With Creation

19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to 
himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 
(Colossians 1:19-20)

19 For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. 20 Against 
its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 21 the creation looks forward to the 
day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. (Romans 8:19-21)

Relationships With People

26 For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 And all who have been united with Christ 
in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. 28 There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, 
male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28)

12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in 
your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. (Colossians 
3:12-15)

Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. (Matthew 6:12)
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PaRt 4: JoininG God’S MiSSion 

Relationship With God

8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.  
9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are 
God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)

28 And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 
called according to his purpose for them... 31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God 
is for us, who can ever be against us? (Romans 8:28, 31)

Relationship With Creation

19 For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are.  
20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 21 the creation looks forward 
to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. (Romans 8:19-21)

10 “Plant and harvest your crops for six years, 11 but let the land be renewed and lie uncultivated during the 
seventh year. Then let the poor among you harvest whatever grows on its own. Leave the rest for wild animals 
to eat. The same applies to your vineyards and olive groves.” (Exodus 23:10-11)

Relationships With People

16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the 
wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever 
you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father. 
(Colossians 3:16-17)

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us 
this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back 
to God!” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
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6 “In a lawsuit, you must not deny justice to the poor. 7 Be sure never to charge anyone falsely with evil. Never 
sentence an innocent or blameless person to death, for I never declare a guilty person to be innocent. 8 Take 
no bribes, for a bribe makes you ignore something that you clearly see. A bribe makes even a righteous 
person twist the truth. 9 You must not oppress foreigners. You know what it’s like to be a foreigner, for you 
yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:6-9)

10 “Give generously to the poor, not grudgingly, for the Lord your God will bless you in everything you do. 
11 There will always be some in the land who are poor. That is why I am commanding you to share freely with 
the poor and with other Israelites in need.” (Deuteronomy 15:10-11)


